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THE DEFENCE OF N

Lack of Protection
in Time of War
Might Be Fatal
to Whole Nation,
Since It Is Gate-
way to Country's
Munition Store-
house |
By ROBERT G. SKERRETT.

EW  YORKERS would have
more thian  eommon  resson
for concern in the event of

war, Thoy huve reared o efvic
vel that would be logieally the prime
ohjeetive of n foe's attuek, Hero in-
qustry and business in their manifold
expressions liuve coneentrated woulth
to the value of muny hondreds of
millions of dolinrs, But that«ls not
all.

Within a rillus of womething like
iwo hundred miley lie the great bulk
of Ameriea's military thews In the
form of steel plants, gun factories,
powder mills, oil works, &c., not to
mention Indispensable deposits of mo-
ive fuel-—coul. New York is virtually
the key to this treasure house of de-
fensive strengih,. A foe would sesk
to dominate this city from the begin-
ning.

What, then, s the state of the de-
fencey of New York? In what do
they eonsist ?

American military experts long ago |
realized the primacy of the Port of
New York and set about providing for
its permunent defence. They pluced
ui strutegic points along the sea ap-
prouches great crouching rifles and
butteries  of hidden mortars, which
shouldl dominate wide areas of the
near and distant waters. According
to international law New York is thus
denominated a fortifled clty, and, as
such, s properly open to bombard-
ment.

This condition would not have in it
the element of peril if we could con-
fdently count upon achieving by
means of those forta all that was ex-
pected of them when thelr present
armaments  were first  concelved,
namely, to hold the foe so far off that
none of his projectiles could full
within the city's lmits. But as things
are now i foe would be able to bom-
bard the clty unless the feet (nter-
veniml. The question, therofore, pre-
sents Itself, Could the navy intercept
& determined enemy and prevent him
from getting within striking distance

Our active battle fleet to-day, on the
Atlantlo const, consists malinly of thir-
teen  dreadnoughts, one  pre-dread-
nought and two armored corulsers.
Next in importance are the battleships
and armorad cruisers constituting the
reserve force of the Atlantic fleet,
numbrring in all nineteen ships.

Unfortunately the bulk of these
hattleships and armored crulsers are
out of dute and quite incapable of
doing more than playing the part of a

mnr-

—

second line of defence, and there are
not enough men avallable to man |
them and to mike them fit to do even
this well, One of the battleships Is
in need of new englnes, and a number
of the vessels have structural defects
that would place them at a very serl- |

ous  disadvantage if oppesed to a
Wittls crulser. It is doubtful if more
thin & third of this reserve foroe

“ound bw able to render o helpful une-
fount of  ftestf
Wit haitle ernfy
*ort,

Avcording to the Navy List we have

of the to dnte

up

it contending with'

Viree wsout crulsers, the Birmingham, |

liestep
new engines, and neither of the slster
hips i capable of dolng the work for
which  ft was  originally  designoed.
True, the Birmingham madn some- |
hing over 24 knots on her trinl trip
ind the Chester carried off the palm
W making a record of 26.5 knats when
he wus first tested, but there the
glory ended for each.

It wis not long after they were
completed that thelr commanding ofi-
C#rs discovered that the scout crulsers
“Mrusted to them were unable to
maintain - anything ke thelr trinl
"peeds in service and when ploughing
along through & rough sea They were
"tructurally too wenk to stand the
pounding of the waves and tactically
proved but Hitle better than magnifed
fﬂl‘lmlu boat destroyers. Emphasis s
W upon the fallure of our scout
erulkers becnuse craft of this sort

Wil be likely to ba sorely needed if |

We should come to blows with a pow-
erful foc.

I'f' 17, wo have the corulsers Colum-
bli, Minneapolls and Olympla avall-
RN the Atluntle, vessels originally
Wi of muking from 21 to 23 knots,
L combined speed of 21.0 knots. As
WOUng wpeeds go to-day, however,

Gr
ng
this in hardly suMclent to put theso
EPS n line for the advance service
Frpicted of an effective sereen Inter-
I.--n-wl between our dreadnought squad-
Tons and the enemy's scouting craft,
BWays sucuming that the foe would
vome cquipped with ships of the very
test puttern.

Among naval men it was commonly
&stimated hefore the Buropean war
:_hu! for overy heavy ship of the line
e shiould be st least four sou-
“ing distroyers, Countiug the sclive
Allintic  fleet und the reserve At-
lantic fleet we have at our disposal
On the castern coast o total of thirty-
One buttleships and dreadnoughts, for
Which there should be a complement
of 124 destroyers,

AS o matter of fact we have with
e active flaer fifty destroyers here
M the Atlantle and have none In re-
YIVe 1o muke up for lorses or break-
downs thit would inevitably ocour In
:lrnn of war, Therofore, in cass of
Jostllities, our battle fleet would be
bampered In maintalning an efective

and Balem. The last needs |

L

[Twelve inch mortars in action. The “long arm'" of our seacoast
of Greater New York? }

defences.

screen or in
vigorously
Abroad

dealing promptly uudl
with enemy submarines. |
the destroyer losses have
been wery, wreat, and both Germany
and Great Brituin clearly anticipated |
this by providing & much larger quota
of destroyers per battleship than was
fixed by American naval authorities
prior te 1914. Had those contending
fleets been any less generously pro- |
vided with these scouting and soreen-
ing eraft they would not have been
#hle to fight the battles that they did.
The destroyer Is an Invaluable tactienl
and strategle unit, and these vessels
have vital parts to perform aside from
their immediate assoclate service witlh
the heavy aurmored ships,

Finally, we come to the [nner )ine
of defence in which the submarine
figures, To-doy our submarine fope
on the Atluntle geaboard s compos:il
of twenty-three eraft, and six of thes
nre statloned In the Canal Zone
Cristobal. Three more of them, the
boats of the G class, are ussigned Lo
experimentnl work and are not con-
sidered effective military units be-
cause of certaln Inherent Jdisqualifi-
cations,

This leaves immediately avallable
fut fourteen submarines for the de-
fence of the Atlantic seabonrd, with a
total stretch of 2435 nautical miles.
Even if all of these fourteen hoats
could be counted on confldently should |
need arise our Inadequacy Is made
clear when we recall that Germany |
hays one submurine for every two miles
of her North Sea coast. Desplte Great
Britain's vastly superior sca strength |
Germany’s submarine mines and -
boats have helped potently to safe- |
guard her shores from approach.

And now what have we avallable
for the very necessary work of plant- |
ing mines rapldly in unfortified waters

and certiadn sea areas that should he
defended in this fashion, either to pre-
vent an enemy from estublishing bases
of aperation there or to lay a trap
for him? At present we  hive the
mine depot ships Ban Franciseo nmd
Bualtimore, each enpable of planting
something like three hundred mines |
in fairly rapld succession, !
remember thut the Germans  have |
found It necessary to employ n good

ghips our shortage becomes very con-
splenous in view of the length of our
seabonrd from Eastport, Me., to Key
West, Fla.,

No mention hns been made of our
naval foree on the Pacific coust, he-
causs none of those Nghting ships, wd ‘
most of them ure of the lesser orders,
would be of much svall hers In the
Atluntie, Anyway they could not 1w
il hed untll we were sure thuat the
western  coist was I no wise  fime-
perilled.  Therefore, with this some-
what hasty review of the strength of
the Atlantic fleet, let us see what
might be our prohlem if Germany
were ihle to send over here a sqund-
ron of battle crulsers, or, ns Rear Ad-
miral Sims has called them, “glorified |
destroyers,'

What must he kept continually in
mind is the fact that should n Liresk
come betwen the two countries some-
thing will happen und happen sid-
denly, Germany has Kept her offensive
schedules wellnigh to the hour she
set, True, Great Britadn has undoubt-
edly inereased hor watchfulness Iin all |
of the nelghboring witers of the North
Bea, and It s diMeult to concelve at
present just how Teuton transports
tould slip out Inden with an army of |
invaslon bent upon Junding upon our
shores. It 1s, however, almost certain \
that the German grand fleet is golng |

| e P IR

A battery of ten inch guns in 4
one of our coast forts.

to strike again cre long, and in ot
confusion thit may follow much s
take pluce that wouold ordinarily Ik

wellnigh

We

vells the North Sed and under cover

have bwaon able

cordon

paratively
to do

nble
larger
the hn
We
mun
dnring

When we | those losses and injuries by no means
L warrin
| Kalser's Admivalty has not been busy
miny more than this number of mine |in replivcing the Josies and even adil-
jing to
necessary modern naviel fighting units

battle

@ wlenational Tl coer,

bmpracticabls
must remember that fog often
ridders and suhimnrines
o gel pnst Fnglnnd's
. And i these
moderate spead bave been
this why not other and
oraft, und particularly ships of
ttle crulser type?
Know, of thiut the Gor-
Crusers  suifeprod
the two North Scen flghts, byt

t sort

vessels of come-

COUrse,

sore iy

it the assumption that the

the original number of thess

W ithin the area enclosed by
the arc of
America's military vitals,

the circle lie

The Texas, one of our most
powerful fighting ships.

Fngland has done this, and why nnt
Cearmany? Much has been going on
in the German naval shipyards sinee
winr was declared in 19814 that the
rest of the world knows nothing about,
ind the Kalser mav have available to-
day an extra squadron of Lottle crnls-
“re,

And now we come to the question of
what might happen If thess ships
should be avallable and If the Teutons
determined to risk sending an drmy
of invasion 100,000 strong—a force
that would make relatively lttle dif-
ference in Germany's Continental but-
tle etrength bhut would figure potently
against anything we might immedi-
ately Interpose here,  This very prob-
lem has beeon studied by our navy; in
fuot the fleer setunlly simulated the

Vot ued an Recond Pape. )

The fortas defending New

York. These seacoast bat-
teries leave a deep water
area undefended to the south

of Rockaway Beach, whence
enemy dreadnoughts could
completely dominate a re-
gion within “a radius of
twenty miles without being
touched by the guns of our
forts,
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Ex-Secretary of the
Navy Points Out
What Must Be
DonetoMakeOur
Fighting Fleet
Ready to Meet
an Enemy

By GEORGE VON L. MEYER,
Ex.Secretary of the Navy.
RESUMABLY the President has

P caollod together a0 Joint Army

and Navy Board in order that
they may make un estimate of the sit=
uittion In case the cbuntry should be
nvelved In wur with Gedmany, This
cxtimate would military and
imdustrin]l  requiremients of the army
and navy, L o, the assembling of raw
materials, ammunition, fomd and cloth-

fnchide

ing supplies, thelr destinntion and
thelr transportation,
In eage of war with any country

across the Atluntic or Pacific the bure
den in the flrsy Instance will fall upon
the fleet, It will be the duty of the
fleet to take the offensive at
Therefore it ghould be ready
pared o soll at & moment's

ongee,
anid pre-
notice in
sorlously
cripple the fleet of Ity adversary,

To Inwure suocess tho fleet must be
thoroughly manned and equipped and
well balanced with torpedo destroy-
ers, scoul crulsers, hydroplanes, fuel
ships, ammunition ind

order to meot and destroy or

ships supply
shlps,

Should our buttieships fajl to de-
stroy the enemy's flect it will then be
necessary for submirines and flouting
mines to protect our principal har-
bors, those thut are accessible on ne-
count of the depth of water, and this
stpport should be supplemented by &
Const Artillery and such mobile troopa
ns could be assembled at various polnts
nlong tho coust.

A Bl b already been introduced in
Congress which would enabile the 1'res-
Ilent to tuke during war
of the ammunition, shipbuilding and
plunts o this country. We
are wolully of the latter and
wl#o of other mmmunition, particulnely

nossesEion

turpedo

rhort

Houting mines,

* Unfortunntely Mr, Dauniels in the

st yeur of his .uirku.n!-tru!wn cut
down the

amimunition approprintion

short
This
would hive been used In sufe-
guarding the country by accumulating
surplig ammunition supply, which
has been shown tao he so wvital and
Necessnry Inthe present war.

Much time has been needlossiy lost
o building the authorizod by
Congress during the past three yvears,
In the meantime the cost of moterial
and construction hns been increasing
with leaps amnd bounmds and e will re=-
quire additional approprintion ta comn-

nbout
slghted
money

ten milllons; o very

and foollsli economy.

plete the bBattleships aml daval yves-
=2ols alrendy authorized
'nneecs=nry " delpy s tiking plagee
o neeount of o continnous contettion
hotwien our Seorctary and e hip-
thlers and an unwillineness on his
Pt toomect them bn o #prit wivieh
moeht resnlt In hoeiness on o luisid
et owotli e mntaatly st s tory,
™ avikdable delay and ek of dle-
=fon hins b due o on unwilling -
d-om s part to get together with
the varviouns ®hipbuilding  companies,
It may yesult oo enst to the Ciovs
crnment sl o the country  ineal-
el n dollnrs and cents
The Government shoulil tnke staps
it onee to bring abovt an enllstinent
ol an julditlonnl 25,0000 men nuow  re-
gquired in the navy Gmd o reserve of
Wi aeny made v of  Bluelackels
whis have been in the pavy or whose
termy of enllstment il expired or
who hid becnn honorably  dischareed.
Ensland's farge naval resorve in this
pwar o enalded the experienced oftloers
ml men to 20 to #2000 at onee whern
they were necded and thisie places on
mlte ti L Nlied from the roserve
ioree
And again vaeancies must bhe filled
from the roserve to tale the plece of
fenthis and easualties. We have no
veserye foree 1o fall back upon for
quipping the taval vesseols that nre
ni ey o L pliveed (0 eomnission

Honld wae eome dpan u

In adlititlon there Gre cortaln raw
tterials ghsolutely reguirsd for war
that could only e obitulnesd from Chile
womangactured by p waes which
have not yet been establlshoed in this
rountey, Tt wonbd b ned for

PEMATSY

"the Glovernment 1o tnak requi=ition
vf cortain vessels n order o mport
thoseo materinls o t} fopntry aml
I necessnry o eons these yessels
under noaval protection

The experiens of  Fngland  has
ehown  that Heer of motor honts
shoulil be assembled st varlous points
o thut they may farnish puteal duty
itoone principal ports ond o sufes

ernl stafrs 1n

| busis

pinrd gur =hips from submarine it-
i HJL\

In order that all thesd
e brought about an organization
must be formed and established at
Waushington, corresponding to tha gen-
Lunglnnd  or Gy,
that our Admuanistration  may
with as Httle confusion and delay as
fhle from o peace basis 10 a war
This preparatory orgunizition,

resiults may

iy

' known as o general staff, should have

The two gateways to New York—New York Bay and Long Island Sound. A powerful naval force could attack without fear of harm the defences at the eastern end of Long Island |
Sound and cover the landing of an invading force at Montauk Point or similarly protect the disembarking of an invading army back of Rockaway Beach.
L lines would become immediately available for the foc's advance and support while marc

In either case the existing railway | nuve wi
hing upon New York city, Stars indicate where enemy may attack and cover landing of invading force.

been establiished Iy the navy G0 Boon

a4 war broke out in Burope: for with-

ot prapor organisation o csuntey vans
not Nave eMeiency did without e
vlency e cannet huve vietory and
b victors Inowar one coulid net
ty fur ouy prople or jreepeve
our institutions, ;




